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By GEORGE FATTMAN

First Lutheran, Johnstown

Pastor Walter Startzel, 
who died unexpectedly 
Aug. 27, was a per fec-
tionist.

The pastor of First Lu-
theran Church along 
Vine Street in John-
stown was so particular 
that he typed 10 pag-
es,  single -spaced, of in-
structions for his funer-
al. 

 (See STARTZEL  Page 4)

This season,
DELIGHT IN 
THE LORD

'A Mentor 
and a

Teacher'
First Lutheran 

Remembers Pastor 
Startzel, Who Died 
Suddenly in August

Spreading 
holiday 

cheer, 
Page 3
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Our Home
G r a c e  t o  y o u  a n d  p e a c e  f r o m 

G o d  o u r  Fa t h e r  a n d  o u r  L o r d 
a n d  S a v i o r,  J e s u s  C h r i s t !

Pa r t  o f  t h e  w o r k  I  a m  d o i n g 
a s  y o u r  b i s h o p  i s  s e r v i n g  o n  a 
s m a l l  “ t a b l e” o f  b i s h o p s  w h o 
s e r v e  i n  r u r a l  c o n t e x t s .  We 
g a t h e r  a l m o s t  m o n t h l y  t o  d i s -
c u s s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  o p -
p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  o u r  c o n t e x t s 
a n d  w e  a r e  s e e k i n g  t o  f i n d  w a y s  t o  s u p p o r t 
o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  Yo u  w o n’ t  b e  s u r p r i s e d 
t o  l e a r n  t h a t  w h i l e  e a c h  o f  u s  s e r v e s  i n  a 
d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  r u r a l  c o n t e x t ,  w e  a l l  a r e  e x -
p e r i e n c i n g  m a n y  o f  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g s  w h e n 
i t  c o m e s  t o  a t t e n d a n c e ,  f i n a n c e s  a n d  v o l u n -
t e e r s .

We  h a v e  b e e n  m e e t i n g  w i t h  a  m a r k e t i n g 
d i r e c t o r  w h o  h a s  b e e n  a s k i n g  u s  q u e s t i o n s 
a b o u t  o u r  c o n t e x t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  u s  f i n d 
w a y s  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  o u r  s y n o d s  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p 
o t h e r s  k n o w  t h e  j o y s  o f  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e s e  a r -
e a s .

T h i s  p a s t  m o n t h ,  s h e  a s k e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n , 
“ W h a t  m a k e s  y o u r  p l a c e  h o m e ? ” I t  w a s  a n 
i n t r i g u i n g  q u e s t i o n ;  o n e  n o t  m a n y  o f  u s 
h a d  t h o u g h t  a b o u t .  S h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e r 
5 - y e a r - o l d  a s k e d  h e r  w h y  w h e r e  t h e y  l i v e  i s 
h o m e .  S o,  s h e  w a n t e d  u s  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  h e r  a s 
t h o u g h  w e  w e r e  e x p l a i n i n g  t o  a  5 - y e a r - o l d 
w h y  w e  c a l l  o u r  s y n o d  h o m e .  T h e  a n s w e r s 
w e  s h a r e d  w e r e  o n e s  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  r e l a t i o n -
s h i p s ,  a n c e s t o r s ,  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  a  p l a c e  t o 
w o r s h i p,  t h e  n e e d  t o  b e l o n g  t o  a  c o m m u n i t y 
a n d  l a n d .

A Message from Bishop Paula Schmitt

 (See HOME, Page 19)

Bishop Paula 
Schmitt
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Our Home

 (See CHEER Page 16)

Lutheran Letter Patrons
Thanks to these individuals and groups for their generous donations, 

which helped to make this issue of The Lutheran Letter possible. 

PATRONS:  Anonymous - Bishop Emeritus 
Gregory & Barbara Pile -  Herk & Connie Hub-
bard - Kirby & Susan Barclay -  Lowell  & Carna 
Friedline - Pastor Jim & Rebecca West -  Sandra 
Parker Hall  & Dennis K .  Hall  -  The Rev. John, 
Gail  & Alyce Palko - The Rev. Nancy L.  Hoover 
-  The Rev. Nelson & Sandy I lgenfritz -  The Rev. 
Susan Mazer Winger & Mr. Larry L.  Mazer

IN HONOR OF:  Bishop Emeritus Gregory Pile 
by Anonymous - Sequanota Conference Cen-
ter & Camp by Revs. Bob & Eleanor Abarno

IN MEMORY OF:  Jeff  McCready by Mary Jane 
McCready - Pastors Chris & Pat Ramsey by 
Cherie & Larry Shannon - The Rev. Donald R. 
Thomas by Robert & Linda McElroy Thomas - 
The Rev. Robert G. Whisler

Christmas Cheer Packages 
Combat Loneliness

BY PASTOR TIFFANY MARVICH
Zion Lutheran, Williamsburg

I n  2 0 2 0  w e  k n e w  p e o p l e  w e r e  f e e l -
i n g  i s o l a t e d  a n d  l o n e l y.

I n  r e s p o n s e ,  a  f e w  o f  u s  f r o m  t h e 
Wi l l i a m s b u r g  M i n i s t e r i u m  d e c i d e d  t o 
a s s e m b l e  C h r i s t m a s  C h e e r  Pa c k a g e s 
t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  c o m -
m u n i t y.  We  w a n t e d  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g 
t o  l e t  p e o p l e  k n o w  G o d  w a s  p r e s e n t 
w i t h  t h e m ,  t h e y  w e r e  b e i n g  t h o u g h t 
o f  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  b i t  o f  c h e e r  t o 
t h e m .

I n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0  w e  p u r c h a s e d  d i f -
f e r e n t  i t e m s  f o r  t h e s e  p a c k a g e s  a n d 
a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  Z i o n  Lu t h e r -
a n  C h u r c h ,  t h e  C r o s s  R o a d s  m i n i s -
t r y  a n d  S t .  J o s e p h’s  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h 
a s s e m b l e d  t h e m  s i n c e  w e  w e r e  n o t 
y e t  a b l e  t o  g a t h e r  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h -
e r.  We  t h e n  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s a f e l y  d r o p 
o f f  4 8  p a c k a g e s  a t  t h e  d o o r s  o f  t h e 
f o u r  s e n i o r  l i v i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d 
t o  t h e  s h u t - i n s  a t  Z i o n .  T h i s  w a s  a 
s m a l l  g e s t u r e  o f  c a r e  t h a t  p e o p l e  r e -
a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .
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STARTZEL
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  Pa g e  1 )

He would go home after a Saturday 
night service and rewrite his sermon 
for Sunday morning.

He took his Subaru Outback to the car 
wash, even when it  was clean.

Pastor Walter had been the covenant 
pastor of First Lutheran for 3 1/2 years. 
He told everybody how much he loved 
being the pastor.  He commented often 
on how well  members got along and 
their will ingness to minister to others.

First Lutherans grew to love him as 
well,  especially as he emphatically as-
sured them of God’s patience and love.

To a young man who was feeling con-
fl ict in his l ife,  Pastor Walter advised, 
“Remember (singing) ‘Jesus loves me.’ 
That ’s what my mother always told me.”

One day when a man from a different 
tradition asked him whether he had 
been saved, he replied: “Yes,  that hap-
pened 2,000 years ago on a hil l  outside 
Jerusalem.”

His scholarship, however,  was not so 
simple. He had a deep understand-
ing of Scripture and the abil ity to ex-
plain passages to ordinary people. 
His preaching — and his conversations 
— always had context. Even well-read 
Christians gained greater insight.

“Pastor Startzel was a mentor and teach-
er to me,” Vicki Price, chair of worship 
and music, said. “He spent time helping 
me understand the lessons and using 
that to choose the hymns for the day.” 

At first, Pastor Startzel was leery about 
broadcasting on cable TV. Although he 
would fuss about the details of editing 

the taped service, he would not watch it 
on TV.

Eventually, he got over that, then ana-
lyzed how to suit his preaching for a TV 
audience. In particular, he became more 
dramatic when the camera was on.

Pastor Walter had served Mount Calva-
ry and Mount Zion in Somerset County, 
St. Paul’s/Stovertown, St. Paul’s/Gowen 
City, the Selinsgrove Center, Geisinger 
Medical Center and Grace/Stoystown.

First Lutheran in Johnstown turned out 
to be a different experience for him, but 
it did not change his devotion to careful 
(perfectionist?) interpretation of Scrip-
ture.

Even though he was 75, he was sti l l 
growing as a pastor.

His parishioners grew, too. †

Submitted photo
Pastor Startzel at the pulpit. 
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NOVEMBER

Week 1:  Zion 
Lutheran, 

Meyersdale 

Week 2: 
Evangelical 
Lutheran, 

Duncansville

Week 3: Christ 
Lutheran, Dubois 

Week 4: St. Mark 
Lutheran, 

Snydertown

DECEMBER

Week 1: First 
Lutheran, 

Johnstown 

Week 2: St. 
Matthew 
Lutheran, 

Martinsburg 

Week 3: St. Paul 
Lutheran, Pine 

Grove Mills

Week 4: Moxham 
Lutheran, 

Johnstown

Growing in Faith in Moxham
BY DIANE RUGH

Moxham Lutheran Church

 
Since 2016, Moxham Lutheran Church has been operating its 

Growing in Faith Garden.  
Though things have changed during the years,  its mission to 

serve those in need remains as the driving force. 
The garden includes a 6-foot by 50-foot area in front of the 

church, and  about 80 square feet of raised beds in the back, 
near the alley.  

Congregation members oversee this ministry,  preparing and 
caring for the beds and produce throughout the year. 

This year ’s garden included beets,  broccoli ,  green and yel-
low beans, green peppers,  Brussels sprouts,  zucchini,  summer 
squash and tomatoes. 

Produce is delivered weekly to Goodwill ’s Moxham Food Pan-
try for its Tuesday and Thursday openings. 

Before the project started, congregation members worked with 
the Moxham community twice monthly in processing vouchers 
for the former Park Avenue Food Pantry. 

The church recognized a God’s Work, Our Hands opportunity 
and the Growing in Faith Garden began. 

The Park Avenue Pantry could not handle fresh produce, but 
the church was able to distribute it  with the vouchers.  

Furthermore, through a partnership with Sandyvale Memori-
al  Gardens and Conservancy, on these days,  Moxham Luther-
an distributed additional vegetables,  including hydroponic let-
tuce. Written produce storage and preparation details were also 
available if  requested.   

Each year,  there are costs involved, including those for weed 
cover material,  soil  nutrition and drip irr igation, yet the garden 
has been supported in so many ways. 

 Early on, a congregation member applied for and received a 
Thrivent grant.  

Later,  the church received a bequest designated specifically 
for the garden. Also, the church has always been involved with 
the Johnstown area’s community garden organization.  

 (See GARDEN, Page 13)
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WE are LUTHERAN
Professor Moving on Project Helping People with Disabilities

 (See BELANGER, Page 14)

BY RICK KAZMER

The Lutheran Letter Editor

A Penn State professor is part of a 
project helping the physically dis-
abled enjoy more physical activity. 

The effort not only can help with 
physical and mental health, but also 
to extend lives,  according to Dr.  Jonna 
Belanger,  who works in the universi-
ty's department of k inesiology. 

The program is called Happy Valley 
Fitl ink. 

"Happy Valley was the vision of one 
of my students in the Kinesiology pro-
gram at PSU. After taking my course 
on disability sports that teaches pro-
gram development as well  as equi-
ty and access to physical activity for 
persons with disabilit ies,  he noticed 
that there was a lack of access in State 
College for adults with intellectual 
disabilit ies and he asked if  I  would 
help him start a program," Belanger,  a 
member of  Grace Lutheran Church in 
State College, said. 

The project started in January of 
2020, before the COVID-19 pandemic. 

"We have adjusted every semester 
as our world changed along with the 
pandemic," she said. 

The primary population served now 
is adults with intellectual disabilit ies 
and/or people on the autism spec-
trum. 

K i n e s i o l o g y 
is the study of 
human move -
ment, some -
thing that 
many people 
with disabili-
ties lack. 

Belanger said 
a lack of activ-
ity,  access to 
quality health 

care and access to quality foods caus-
es shorter l ife expectancy. 

"Our program provides an opportu-
nity for individuals with disabilit ies 
an opportunity to learn healthy be -
haviors while building a community 
of love and support.  A side impact is 
that our volunteers are mostly college 
students who will  go on to be the next 
generations of physicians, f itness pro-
fessionals,  all ied health professionals, 
teachers and other health care pro-
viders,"  she said. 

Andrea K. Paul
RICP®, CLTC®, FIC
Financial Associate
412 Allegheny Street, Suite 103
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
814-695-3496

27193  R6-20

Dr. Jonna Belanger
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 (See MUSIC, Page 11)

The Lutheran Letter

(Editor's note: This is the second part in an 
ongoing series by Pastor Julie Holm about 
her three-month journey around the world 
investigating unique locations and faith.)

BY PASTOR JULIE HOLM
Brush Valley Fusion of Faith

I serve both UCC and Lutheran churches, 
so my sabbatical through church history 
had to include both the Lutheran Refor-
mation in Germany and the Reformers in 
Switzerland.  Traveling north from Italy 
by train and bus, I first visited Geneva 
and Zurich.   

The homes of the reformers were far 
more understated. Even though I spent 
limited time here, about two days in each 
city, it felt much more relaxing and low 
key. In Geneva, in particular, faced with 
the closing of Calvin’s Auditorium and 
the Museum of the Reformation, my ex-
ploration centered primarily on church-
es.     

I was particularly struck with the con-
trast between the churches I’d recently 
been in, in particular the elaborate mu-
rals in Rome and Assisi, and the amazing 
detail of the Duomo in Milan, to the plain 
walls of St. Pierre’s in Geneva. Of course, 
context mattered!  While the Roman 
Church laity, mostly illiterate and lis-
tening to the service and scripture in an 

archaic language, Latin, benefited from 
the stories of scripture lining the walls, 
the situation of the 16th Century reform-
ers was very different. They were influ-
enced by the amazing invention of the 
printing press in the middle of the prior 
century.  That meant a huge boom in the 
availability of printed matter. No longer 
did a monk have to lovingly copy a book 
by hand, letter by letter, in order to have 
a copy of something; hundreds, even 
thousands, of copies could be printed in 
a short period of time.  

Sabbatical Report Part 3: 
Exploring the Reformed Church in Switzerland 

Photo by Pastor Julie Holm
 The plain white interior at St. Pierre, Ge-
neva.

 (See JOURNEY, Page 18)
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 (See JOURNEY 2, Page 9)

By PASTOR REBECCA WEST

Moxham Lutheran Church

ELCA God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday is a tradition of service to our neighbor, 
and we remember the words of Martin Luther:  “Our faith is a l iving, busy, active, 
mighty thing.” 

With our hands, we do God’s work of restoring and reconcil ing communities in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

Once we learned that toiletry items are a great need for the 150 families who 
are served each month through the Moxham Food Pantry,  we requested and 
received member contributions, which allowed us to purchase toiletry items 
to fi l l  75 small  canvas bags with body wash, toothpaste, toothbrushes and de -
odorant.  On Oct.  18, we gathered following worship to assemble the bags and 
then enjoyed a l ight lunch together. 

The bags will  be delivered to the Moxham Food Pantry for distribution. This 
project was spearheaded by Jeanne Fleegle and our Social Ministry Team. †

Doing God's Work in Moxham

Submitted photos
Members of the Moxham Lutheran congregation in Johnstown used Gods Work. Our 
Hands. Sunday to help the local food pantry. 
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 (See MOST, Page 12)

BY PASTOR ED DEVORE

Retired from Friedens Lutheran Church

After a more than two-year hiatus due 
to COVID, the Mission Outreach and 
Support Team (MOST ) at Friedens Lu-
theran Church is back at work doing 
God’s work with their hands! 

MOST is a group of folks at FLC that 
do helping hands ministry in the com-
munity,  around the mid-Atlantic region 
and around the globe. During the past 
decade they have been involved in:

•   Trips to Guatemala loaded with 
supplies for orphans and muscle for 
doing much needed maintenance 
on orphanages.

•   Spring and fall  yard work for area 
senior citizens.

•  Post-disaster work trips to New Jer-
sey and Rockaway, New York after 
Superstorm Sandy, and to southern 
West Virginia.

•  Offerings to help Ukrainian refu-
gees, the Lutheran Immigration & 
Refugee Services,  Lutheran Seafar-
ers’ Ministries,  etc.

•  Seasonal gift  bags to area nursing 
homes and senior care boarding 
homes.

Funds for MOST ’s ministries come 
from offerings from FLC, MOST funds 
raised serving food at local auctions, 
and Thrivent member gift cards.

In September the group made their 
f irst post-COVID trip back to the south-
western tip of West Virginia to the town 
of Kermit.   Eleven MOST members par-

ticipated in this mission trip.   They 
were: Pastor John Barichivich, Larry 
Barron, Rick and Tina Barron, Barb and 
Dan Halverson, Marcia Maust,  Amy and 
Grace Polakoski,  Sue Schimpf, and Beth 
Schrock. 

The contact agency for MOST was Vol-
untary Organizations Active in Disas-
ter ( VOAD), which l ifts up the needs in 
Appalachian areas where flooding and 
other natural and economic disasters 
have impacted families and commu-
nities.  While in Kermit,  the group also 
worked with ABLE families — a regional 
outreach ministry — that provides af-
ter school and summer programming 
for children along with a food pantry 
and clothing “store” for those in need.

While there for two full  work days the 
group did the following projects:

Painting and clean up in the commu-
nity park.

Replaced a family ’s roof that was be -
yond repair.

Removed moldy drywall  and insula-
tion in a home.

FLC provided school supplies and hy-
giene items for the group to take along 
to give to the after school program in 
Kermit. 

The Laurel Highlands Conference pro-
vided more than 20 Flood Buckets of 
cleaning supplies,  which were given for 
VOAD’s use in the region.  MOST pur-
chased additional items once on site 
when they saw some of the needs in 
the community.  

Mission Team Back in 'Business'
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( E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :  Lu t h e ra n  C a m p u s  M i n -
i s t r y  a t  Pe n n  S t a t e  i s  t h e  E va n g e l i ca l 
Lu t h e ra n  C h u r c h  i n  A m e r i ca  p r e s e n ce 
o n  ca m p u s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  A l -
l e g h e n y  Sy n o d.  We  a s ke d  D e a co n  A l i -
c i a  A n d e r s o n ,  w h o  s e r v e s  a s  ca m p u s 
m i n i s t e r,  f o r  s o m e  u p d a t e s  e a c h  s e -
m e s t e r. )

BY DEACON ALICIA ANDERSON
Penn State University Campus Minister

T h o u g h  t h i n g s  a r e  n o t  e n t i r e l y 
b a c k  t o  “ n o r m a l ” o n  c a m p u s ,  w h e n  I 
t a l k  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  h o w  t h i n g 
a r e  g o i n g  f o r  t h e m  t h i s  s e m e s t e r, 
t h e y  m e n t i o n  a l l  t h e  t y p i c a l  s t u -
d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  c o n c e r n s . 

T h e y  a r e  b u s y  w i t h  c l a s s e s ,  a s -
s i g n m e n t s  a n d  e x a m s .  T h e y  m a k e 
t i m e  f o r  s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d 
c a m p u s - w i d e  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  f o o t -
b a l l  g a m e s  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e s . 

T h e y  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  p r e - p r o f e s -
s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  s e r v i c e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e y  a r e  w o r k i n g  o n 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  s t u d y  a b r o a d  p r o -
g r a m s ,  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a n d  g r a d u a t e 
s c h o o l .  T h o s e  w h o  a r e  g r a d u a t i n g 
a r e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e i r  j o b  s e a r c h 
w h i l e  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  b e  b a c k  n e x t 
y e a r  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  f a l l  h o u s i n g .

O n  o u r  c a m p u s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y 
c a m p u s e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  s t u -
d e n t  l i f e  t h i s  f a l l  l o o k s  v e r y  m u c h 

l i k e  i t  d i d  b e f o r e  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9 
p a n d e m i c  a n d  i t s  r e s t r i c t i o n s . 

W i t h  L u t h e r a n  C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y 
a t  P e n n  S t a t e ,  o u r  o n - c a m p u s  w o r -
s h i p  h a s  r e s u m e d  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e 
e l e m e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  d e e m e d  t o o 
r i s k y  f o r  t h e  p a n d e m i c . 

E a c h  w e e k ,  w e  s i n g  a n d  p r a y  t o -
g e t h e r,  s h a r e  a  t i m e  f o r  r e f l e c -
t i o n  o n  t h e  G o s p e l  r e a d i n g  f o r  t h e 
w e e k ,  t h e n  g a t h e r  f o r  a  m e a l  a n d 
l i v e l y  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t o g e t h e r. 

O f f  c a m p u s ,  w e  s e e  m o r e  s t u -
d e n t s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  w o r s h i p  w i t h 
t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a t  G r a c e  L u t h e r -
a n  i n  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  a n d  w e  h a v e 
r e s u m e d  g a t h e r i n g  t h e m  f o r  m e a l s 
a f t e r  w o r s h i p  e a c h  S u n d a y.  M o r e 
s e r v i c e - l e a r n i n g  o p t i o n s  a r e  r e -
t u r n i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n d o o r  p r o j e c t s 
t h a t  w e  a v o i d e d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t w o 
y e a r s . 

I n t e r f a i t h  a n d  e c u m e n i c a l  e v e n t s 
h a v e  r e - e m e r g e d  a n d  s t u d e n t s  a r e 
e v e n  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  t h a n  e v e r  t o 
l e a r n  a b o u t  o u r  n e i g h b o r s  o f  o t h e r 
f a i t h  t r a d i t i o n s  a f t e r  s o  m u c h  t i m e 
a p a r t .

W h e n  I  l o o k  a r o u n d  a t  t h e  s t u -
d e n t s  g a t h e r e d  f o r  w o r s h i p  w i t h 
L u t h e r a n  C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y  o n 
T h u r s d a y  e v e n i n g s  t h i s  f a l l ,  i t  i s 
s u r p r i s i n g  t o  r e a l i z e  t h o s e  l o n g 
m o n t h s  o f  C O V I D - 1 9  a r e  f a d i n g 
i n t o  m e m o r y . 

A Report from Lion Country
Returning to 'normal' 

 (See SEMESTER, Page 20)
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 (See DEM 1, Page 21)

The Director's Take
News of Note from the Director of Evangelical Mission

Pastor Kevin 
Shock

By PASTOR KEVIN SHOCK

Assistant to the Bishop & Director of Evangelical Mission

“ T h e n  J e s u s  c a l l e d  t h e  t w e l v e  t o -
g e t h e r  a n d  g a v e  t h e m  p o w e r  a n d 
a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  a l l  d e m o n s  a n d  t o 
c u r e  d i s e a s e s ,  a n d  h e  s e n t  t h e m 
o u t  t o  p r o c l a i m  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f 
G o d  a n d  t o  h e a l  t h e  s i c k .  S o  t h e y 
d e p a r t e d  a n d  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e 
v i l l a g e s ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  g o o d  n e w s 
a n d  c u r i n g  d i s e a s e s  e v e r y w h e r e .” 
—  L u k e  9 : 1 - 2 ,  6  ( N R S V U E )

I  r e c e n t l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a 
g a t h e r i n g  f o r  D E M s  a t  T h e  L u -
t h e r a n  C e n t e r  i n  C h i c a g o .  T h e 
R e v .  P h i l  H i r s c h ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i -
r e c t o r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  C o m m u -
n i t y  a n d  L e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e 
E L C A ,  s a i d  s o m e t h i n g  d u r i n g 
o n e  o f  o u r  f i r s t  s e s s i o n s  t h a t 
h a s  s t u c k  w i t h  m e  a n d  l e d  m e 
d o w n  m a n y  r a b b i t  h o l e s  o f  r e -
f l e c t i o n .

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  L u t h e r a n  w a y  o f 
e v a n g e l i s m  f o r  m a n y  g e n e r -
a t i o n s :  “ I f  t h e y  w a n t  u s ,  t h e y 
k n o w  w h e r e  t o  f i n d  u s .” 

U g h .  I t ’ s  a  k i n d  o f  e v a n g e -
l i s m ,  b u t  n o t  a  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e 
o r  C h r i s t - l i k e  k i n d  o f  e v a n g e -
l i s m ,  t o  b e  s u r e . 

M y  r e f l e c t i o n s  o n  t h a t  s t a t e -

m e n t  w e r e  a i d e d 
b y  t h e  v i e w  f r o m 
t h e  1 1 t h  f l o o r  o f 
T h e  L u t h e r a n  C e n -
t e r .

O n e  w a l l  o f  w i n -
d o w s  l o o k s  o u t  o n 
a  m o s t l y  u n d e v e l -
o p e d  a n d  g r e e n 

s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m e t r o  C h i c a g o 
a r e a .  O n e  s i g n  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n 
t h a t  y o u  c a n  s e e  a s  y o u  l o o k 
o u t  o v e r  t h o s e  t r e e s  a r e  a  f e w 
s t e e p l e s  p o i n t i n g  u p  a b o v e  t h e 
t r e e  c a n o p y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
l a n d s c a p e . 

T h o s e  f e w  p o i n t s  r e m i n d e d 
m e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  o f 
s t e e p l e s ;  t h e y  w e r e  b u i l t  s o 
t h a t  p e o p l e  c o u l d  f i n d  u s . 

O f t e n  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t r u c t u r e  i n 
t o w n s ,  p e o p l e  c o u l d  e a s i l y  l o -
c a t e  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  e v e n  i f  t h e y 
w e r e  n o t  l o c a l s .

I n  t h e  c h u r c h e s  t h e y  k n e w 
t h e y  c o u l d  f i n d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f 
t h e  H o l y  O n e ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  W o r d 
a n d  S a c r a m e n t ,  i f  n o t  i n  v a r i -
o u s  o t h e r  w a y s .  L i n g e r i n g  e v i -
d e n c e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e 
o f  s t e e p l e s  e x i s t s  i n  h o r s e  r a c -
i n g  a n d  t r a c k  a n d  f i e l d  e v e n t s : 
t h e  S t e e p l e c h a s e . 
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MOST

MUSIC

(Continued from Page 9)
I t  was once more a blessing for MOST to be able to be out and about doing 

God’s work with their hands!  Thanks be to God! †

Submitted photos
Scenes from the Friedens MOST team 
in action on mission trips. 
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GARDEN

 During the past few 
years,  a few seedlings 
have even been left 
anonymously at the 
church, an indication of 
community support.  

(Continued from Page 4)
Through this l iaison, seeds and miscellaneous gardening items have been 

shared, and seedlings from Sandyvale are available each spring.  During the 
past few years,  a few seedlings have even been left anonymously at the church, 
an indication of community support.  

Throughout the pandemic and during the recent interim of no food pantry in 
Moxham, the garden continued and the church found ways to get the vegeta-
bles to those in need.  

Produce distribution is now the easiest and most efficient ever with the open-
ing of our regional Goodwill 's  Moxham Food Pantry on Central Avenue!  †

Submitted photo
Produce from the Moxham garden.
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BELANGER

FAITH MAT TERS

(Continued from Page 6)
" Through our  program they learn what  t ruly  is  poss ible  with inclus ion,  and 

how to remove socia l  barr iers  and expec tat ions  to  see a  person's  t rue abi l i -
t y,"  Belanger  sa id. 

She sa id  the populat ion she is  work ing with is  s igni f icant ly  under-ser ved in 
near ly  a l l  aspec ts  of  l i fe. 

"Even with laws in  place l ike  ADA,  access  and oppor tunit y  in  many areas  of 
l i fe  are  lack ing.  As  a  societ y,  we lack  an understanding and appreciat ion for 
d i f ferent  abi l i t ies.  ADA has  been a  law for  only  30 years,  only  30 years  ago 
did we in  the U.S .  decide i t  was  t ime to  ex tend ful l  c iv i l  r ights  to  those with 
di f ferent  abi l i t ies,"  she sa id.  

Belanger  sa id  the biggest  misconcept ion about  the populat ion she works 
with is  that  they can' t  be f i t  and healthy. 

"Each person has  their  own t ype of  abi l i t y,  i t  might  not  f i t  what  is  considered 
'able '  in  societ y,  but  most  of ten they are  far  more capable  than most  assume. 
Never  assume,  they wi l l  just  take that  oppor tunit y  to  prove you wrong,"  she 
sa id. 

THE LUTHERAN LET TER:  What have you been praying for the most lately? 
DR. JONNA BELANGER:  The abil ity,  mental strength and patience with myself 

to continue juggling being a mom, spouse, professor and FitLink director.  At 
times it  gets a bit overwhelming wearing lots of hats. 

TLL:  What's your first memory of experiencing the Lutheran faith? 
DJB:  I  actually did not grow up in the Lutheran faith. My husband and his fam-

ily have always attended Lutheran-based churches, so my first memory was at-
tending church with my husband and his family while we were dating. 

TLL:  What's one message you have for anyone considering attending a Luther-
an church? 

DJB: A church should remind you frequently that God loves you, the whole you 
and all  of you. †
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(Editor's  note:  this  ar ticle was submitted 
by Allegheny Lutheran Social  Ministries.)

Allegheny Lutheran Social Minis-
tries and Liberty Lutheran Services are 
pleased to announce that Allegheny 
Lutheran Social Ministries (ALSM) is 
joining Liberty's family of services.  As 
a faith-based, nonprofit organization, 
ALSM has served individuals and fam-
il ies in Central PA communities for 70 
years.  Touching the l ives of 3,000 peo-
ple annually,  their 300-plus team mem-
bers offer senior l iving communities 
and services that span generations in 
an eight-county region in Central Penn-
sylvania.

During the last six years,  the leader-
ship of Liberty and ALSM have explored 
several options for joining together in 
order to serve more people and expand 
services.  The boards of each organiza-
tion voted to affi l iate in mid-Septem-
ber and the process is expected to be 
completed by Jan. 1,  2023.

"Liberty is both humbled and honored 
to bring ALSM into the family,"  Luanne 
Fisher,  CEO of Liberty,  said. 

"ALSM's compassion, knowledge and 
commitment to the communities it 
serves will  strengthen Liberty's Mission 
to faithfully accompany individuals 
and families who are facing l ife -chang-
ing situations through an empowering 
approach that honors their choices and 
well-being."

With this union, there will  be no fore -

seeable changes to any communities or 
services.  ALSM's two retirement com-
munities:  The Lutheran Home at Hol-
l idaysburg and The Oaks at Pleasant 
Gap, will  join Liberty's f ive communi-
ties:  Paul's Run in northeast Philadel-
phia,  Artman in Ambler,  The Hearth at 
Drexel in Bala Cynwyd, The Manor at 
Yorktown in Jamison, and The Vil lage at 
Penn State in State College. The com-
munity-based programs of both orga-
nizations will  also remain the same, 
with opportunities to expand services. 
Both organizations are financially sus-
tainable.

Fisher will  remain president and CEO 
of Liberty. 

Patricia W. Savage, who has led Al-
legheny Lutheran Social Ministries for 
the past 26 years as president and CEO, 
will  be retir ing in the coming months.

Allegheny Lutheran Social Ministries & 
Liberty Lutheran Services Share Good News

 (See NEWS, Page 16)
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(Continued from Page 15)
ALSM will  become a subsidiary of 

LLS. Two ALSM board members will 
join the LLS board and two LLS board 
members will  join the ALSM board.

During her time at ALSM, Savage led 
the organization through a variety of 
challenges and periods of tremendous 
growth. Liberty is extremely grateful 
for her leadership and vision to build 

a strong, faithful organization.
There will  be a Godspeed worship 

service honoring Savage at 3 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 18at Zion Lutheran Church, 
500 Allegheny Street,  Hollidaysburg.

I f  you have any questions about the 
affi l iation, or to RSVP for the God-
speed service and reception, contact 
Andrea Schurr at andrea.schurr@alsm.
org or at 814-696-4516. †

NEWS

CHEER
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  3 )

T h e  s o c i a l  m i n i s t r y  t e a m  a t  Z i o n  Lu -
t h e r a n  C h u r c h  d e c i d e d  t o  c o n t i n u e 
t h i s  a s  a  w a y  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  o t h e r s 
i n  2 0 2 1 .  We  p u r c h a s e d  s o m e  i t e m s 
a n d  o t h e r s  w e r e  d o n a t e d  b y  p e o p l e 
w i t h i n  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  S o m e  o f 
t h e  i t e m s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  n a t i v i t y 
g i f t  b a g  p a c k a g e s  w e r e  m u g s  w i t h 
h o t  c h o c o l a t e  i n s i d e ,  w o r d  s e a r c h e s 
a  d e v o t i o n a l  a n d  a  c r a f t  w i t h  a  m e s -
s a g e  o f  f a i t h  m a d e  b y  t h e  c h i l d r e n 
i n  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .

A s  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  w e  a s s e m b l e d 
1 0 5  p a c k a g e s  t h e  S u n d a y  b e f o r e 
C h r i s t m a s .  We  d e l i v e r e d  t h e m  a g a i n 
t o  o u r  s h u t - i n  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e  s e -

n i o r  l i v i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e  r e s t 
w e r e  t a k e n  b y  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m e m -
b e r s  w h o  d e l i v e r e d  t h e m  t o  p e o p e l 
t h e y  b e l i e v e d  c o u l d  u s e  a  g e s t u r e 
o f  C h r i s t m a s  c h e e r.  I t  w a s  w o n d e r -
f u l  t o  s e e  h o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  p a r t i c -
i p a t e d  b y  d e l i v e r i n g  t h e  r e m a i n i n g 
p a c k a g e s  t o  o t h e r s .  N o t  o n l y  d i d 
p e o p l e  r e c e i v e  t h e  p a c k a g e s ,  b u t 
a l s o  a  v i s i t  f r o m  s o m e o n e .

Everything worked out so well  we are 
planning to continue to gather items, 
assemble and deliver them again this 
December. This has been a way to 
reach out to others in the community 
with the love of God and to spread the 
Christmas message of j o y  a n d  h o p e . †

A WAY TO REACH OUT INTO THE 
COMMUNITY WITH THE LOVE OF GOD . . . 
TO SPREAD THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE.
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ICYMI: SYNOD NEWS 
Bishop Paula Schmitt and Pastor Kevin Shock, assistant to the bishop, visited 

these congregations in recent weeks. Photos are from the Allehgeny Synod Facebook page.

First Lutheran in Johnstown. Below, 
Trinity Lutheran in Somerset. 

Laurel Mountain Lutheran. Below, St. Luke's 
Lutheran, Roaring Spring; Olanta Lutheran; 

and Grace Lutheran, Curwensville. 
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(Continued from Page 7)
With the availability of printed matter 

came an emphasis on literacy, and the 
Reformation in both Germany and Swit-
zerland had included a strong moral im-
perative toward education and literacy. 

Churches in Geneva and Zurich were 
gutted of their art as iconoclasts followed 
the concerns that Zwingli and Calvin had 
about graven images. In many of these 
churches, even a simple cross is absent, 
or is not central to the worship space. In-
stead, I found that the altar, or communion 
table, was topped simply with an open 
Bible. Reformed Christianity took us back 
to the Bible, a Bible in the vernacular (in 
Zurich this was usually the Zwingli trans-
lation into German), which was available, 
thanks to the education that was becom-
ing more widespread.  It was no longer 
necessary to venerate pictures and sculp-
tures, people had God’s own word!   

Of course, this had a dark side; the icon-
oclasts also destroyed a great deal of me-
dieval art in their fervor.  

In St. Pierre’s in Geneva, this was high-
lighted with a highly decorative side chap-
el, the Chapel of the Maccabees. Used as 
a storage area during the period of icono-
clasm, the chapel was not gutted, and an 
ongoing renovation is revealing amazing 
pre-reformation art that contrasts with 
the plain white walls of the sanctuary.   

Also in Geneva, I visited the Reformation 
Wall, an international monument to the 
Reformation. While it is focused on four of 
the greats of the Reformed Church (only 
two of which I would explore on this trip) 
there were also additional memorials as 
part of it, including Jan Hus, Luther and 
Zwingli.  

Part of the monumental wall remembers 
the Pilgrims, with a quote in English from 
the Mayflower Compact.  

Having missed my opportunity to visit 
the English and Dutch homes of the En-
glish Separatists, it was rewarding to con-
nect with the Congregational Forebears 
of the United Church of Christ at this 
monument. †

JOURNEY

At left, The Reformation Wall in Geneva is a long wall 
with several additional monuments. Above, plain 
walls and a focus on font and Bible characterize the 
Preacher's Church (Predigerkirche) in Zurich, Switzer-
land. The point of attention is the Bible in the Gross-
münster, Zurich.Photos by Pastor Julie Holm
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HOME
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  2 )

I n  t h i s  s e a s o n ,  a s  w e  a p p r o a c h 
s o m e  m a j o r  h o l i d a y s ,  w e  b e g i n  t o 
t h i n k  m o r e  a b o u t  h o m e ,  d o n’ t  w e ? 

We  i n v i t e  o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  r e l a t i v e s 
t o  g a t h e r  a r o u n d  t a b l e s  f u l l  o f 
d e l i c i o u s  f o o d  a n d  w a r m  h o s p i -
t a l i t y .  W e  d e c o r a t e  t o  c e l e b r a t e 
t h e  s e a s o n s  a n d  t o  m a k e  i t  m o r e 
i n v i t i n g  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  v i s -
i t . 

W e  m i g h t  e v e n  c o m p l e t e  a  b i g -
g e r  p r o j e c t  l i k e  p a i n t i n g  o r  r e -
m o d e l i n g  i n  t i m e  f o r  v i s i t o r s  a n d 
g u e s t s .  W h a t  m a k e s  y o u r  h o m e  a 
h o m e ?  D o  y o u  t h i n k  a b o u t  y o u r 
c h u r c h  i n  t h a t  s a m e  w a y ? 

W h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  h a p p e n  a t 
y o u r  c h u r c h  i n  o r d e r  f o r  i t  t o  f e e l 
l i k e  h o m e  f o r  y o u  o r  t h o s e  w h o 
m i g h t  v i s i t ?  W h a t  i s  o n e  s m a l l 
c h a n g e  y o u  m i g h t  m a k e  t h i s  h o l -
i d a y  s e a s o n  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  f e e l 
" a t  h o m e "  w h e n  t h e y  v i s i t ?  I t 
m i g h t  b e  a s  s i m p l e  a s  p u t t i n g  u p 
a  s i g n  o r  t w o  d i r e c t i n g  v i s i t o r s 
t o  r e s t  r o o m s  o r  t h e  s a n c t u a r y . 

O r ,  y o u  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  s o m e -
t h i n g  m o r e  e l a b o r a t e  l i k e  a  f r e e 
c o m m u n i t y  m e a l .

O n e  o f  t h e  b i s h o p s  i n  o u r  m e e t -
i n g  s a i d  s o m e t h i n g  I ’ v e  b e e n 
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  q u i t e  a  b i t  s i n c e 
o u r  t i m e  t o g e t h e r . 

H e  n o t e d  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  o f  u s 
t a l k e d  a b o u t  o u r  a n c e s t o r s  c o m -
i n g  f r o m  G e r m a n y ,  N o r w a y  a n d 
S w e d e n  t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t 
t h e  b o a t s  f r o m  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s 

a r e  n o  l o n g e r  c o m i n g  w i t h  p e o -
p l e  t o  f i l l  o u r  p e w s  a n d  w e  n e e d 
t o  f i n d  w a y s  t o  m a k e  p e o p l e  w h o 
a r e  a l r e a d y  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s 
f e e l  a s  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  w e l c o m e 
a n d  i n v i t e d  t o  o u r  " h o m e ."

A s  y o u  p r e p a r e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  J e -
s u s ’ b i r t h  d u r i n g  t h e  s e a s o n s  o f 
A d v e n t  a n d  C h r i s t m a s ,  I  h o p e  y o u 
w i l l  b e  r e m i n d e d  o f  t h e  h o m e  y o u 
h a v e  i n  J e s u s  a n d  t a k e  t h e  r i s k 
t o  o p e n  y o u r  c h u r c h  h o m e  i n  a 
n e w  w a y  s o  o t h e r s  w i l l  b e  a b l e 
t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  s a m e  s e n s e 
o f  l o v e  a n d  b e l o n g i n g  y o u  h a v e 
t h r o u g h  J e s u s . 

T h a t ’ s  t h e  b e s t  g i f t  y o u  c o u l d 
g i v e  t o  s o m e o n e  —  a  t r u e  w e l -
c o m e  h o m e .

F r i e n d s ,  k e e p  t h e  f a i t h ;  l o v e 
y o u r  n e i g h b o r s ;  b e  k i n d  t o 
e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  s h a r e  t h e  g i f t 
o f  h o m e  w i t h  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

M a y  y o u  h a v e  a  b l e s s e d  A d -
v e n t  a n d  C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n  a n d 
a  s a f e  a n d  p e a c e f u l  N e w  Y e a r . 
†

+ B i s h o p  P a u l a

W h a t  w o u l d  h a v e 
t o  h a p p e n  a t  y o u r 

c h u r c h  i n  o r d e r  f o r 
i t  t o  f e e l  l i k e  h o m e 

f o r  y o u  o r  t h o s e  w h o 
m i g h t  v i s i t ? 
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 0 )
F e a r s  a b o u t  t h e  s p e e d  a t  w h i c h  a  n e w  r e s p i r a t o r y  v i r u s  c o u l d 

s p r e a d  i n  c r o w d e d  c o l l e g e  h o u s i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  v e r y  r e a l  b a c k 
t h e n .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e r e  a r e  m a s k s ,  b u t  s t a n d i n g  f a r  a p a r t  f r o m  e a c h 
o t h e r  i s  n o  m o r e .  M a n y  a c t i v i t i e s  n o w  s e e m  m a n a g e a b l e  b e c a u s e 
o f  a b u n d a n t  v a c c i n e s ,  a v a i l a b l e  t e s t i n g ,  e f f e c t i v e  t r e a t m e n t s  a n d 
m u c h  m o r e  k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  t h e  i l l n e s s .  W e  s t i l l  p r a y  r e g u l a r l y  f o r 
f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  s i c k  w i t h  C O V I D - 1 9  a n d  w h e n 
s t u d e n t s  h a v e  c o n g e s t i o n  o r  a  c o u g h ,  t h e y  t y p i c a l l y  r e a s s u r e  t h e 
g a t h e r e d  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  t h e y  t e s t e d  n e g a t i v e  o r  a r e  o n  a n t i b i o t i c s 
f o r  a  s i n u s  i n f e c t i o n .  C O V I D - 1 9  i s  s t i l l  w i t h  u s ,  y e t  s t u d e n t s  h a v e 
d e v e l o p e d  s k i l l s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  m a n a g i n g  i t s  e f f e c t s  a n d  d a n -
g e r s .

T h r o u g h  t h e  u p s  a n d  d o w n s  o f  c o l l e g e  l i f e  a n d  m a j o r  e v e n t s  i n  o u r 
w o r l d ,  s t u d e n t s  a r e  d r a w n  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  o f  f a i t h .  W i t h  L u t h e r a n 
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y ,  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r  G o d  a n d  t h e  l o v e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f 
C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t y .  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e y  e x p l o r e  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  J e s u s 
a n d  f i n d  t h e y  a r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s .  T h e y  a r e 
e n c o u r a g e d  a n d  c h a l l e n g e d ,  l e a r n i n g  a n d  g r o w i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d 
d i s c o v e r i n g  h o w  t h e y  c a n  l i v e  t h e i r  f a i t h  e a c h  d a y .  †

Deacon Ali-
cia Anderson 
with students 
during Thurs-
day Evening 
Worship at 
Pasqueril-
la Spiritual 
Center on the 
Penn State 
Campus. 

SEMESTER
Submitted photo
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DEM 1
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 1 )

T h e  f i r s t  e v e n t s  w e r e  l i t e r a l -
l y  r u n  f r o m  s t e e p l e  t o  s t e e p l e 
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  b e c a u s e 
t h e  s t e e p l e s  w e r e  e a s y - t o - f i n d 
p o i n t s  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e .

T h e  s c e n e  i n  s u b u r b a n  C h i c a -
g o  i s  a  r a r e  o n e .  I n  m o s t  c i t i e s , 
s t e e p l e s  a r e  o v e r s h a d o w e d  b y 
m u c h  t a l l e r  b u i l d i n g s .  T h a t  r e -
a l i t y  m a y  b e  a  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e 
g o d s  t h a t  o u r  s o c i e t y  h o l d  m o s t 
d e a r ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  a  c o l u m n  f o r  a 
d i f f e r e n t  t i m e .  E v e n  o n  o u r  t e r -
r i t o r y ,  i n  S t a t e  C o l l e g e ,  s t e e -
p l e s  t h a t  w e r e  v i s i b l e  j u s t  a  f e w 
y e a r s  a g o  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  b e  s e e n 
a m o n g  a l l  t h e  h i g h - r i s e s .  E v e n  i n 
o u r  s m a l l e r  t o w n s  a n d  r u r a l  a r -
e a s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  r e m a i n  t h e  t a l l -
e s t  s t r u c t u r e s ,  s t e e p l e s  g o  u n -
n o t i c e d .

I t ’ s  h a r d  t o  s e e  a  s t e e p l e  i f 
y o u ’ r e  l o o k i n g  a t  a  p h o n e ,  o r  i f 
y o u ’ r e  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  r o a d  i n 
f r o n t  o f  y o u ,  o r  i f  y o u ’ r e  u n a b l e  t o 
l e a v e  y o u r  h o u s e ,  o r  i f  t h e  s t r e s s 
o f  w o r k  o r  f a m i l y  o r  i l l n e s s  p u s h -
e s  y o u r  g a z e  d o w n w a r d .  I  b e l i e v e 
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  w h o  p a s s 
b y  o u r  s t e e p l e s  e v e r y  d a y ,  w h o 
a r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  s e e k i n g  a  G o d 
w h o m  t h e y  d o  n o t  k n o w ,  o r  a t 
l e a s t  t h e  g i f t s  o f  h o p e  a n d  p e a c e 
a n d  s t r e n g t h  t h a t  w e  k n o w  c o m e 
f r o m  G o d  a l o n e .  T h e y  m i g h t  p a s s 
b y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n 
i n  a  c h u r c h  a n d  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t 
t o  e x p e c t ,  o r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e 

b e e n  h u r t  b y  t h e  c h u r c h ,  o r  b e -
c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  d r i v i n g  t o  w o r k  o n 
S u n d a y  m o r n i n g s .  T h e r e  a r e  a l l 
k i n d s  o f  r e a s o n s  —  n o t  e x c u s e s , 
b u t  g o o d  r e a s o n s  —  w h y  p e o p l e 
d o n ’ t  c h a s e  s t e e p l e s  a n y m o r e  o r 
e n g a g e  w i t h  c h u r c h  t h e  w a y  t h a t 
p e o p l e  u s e d  t o .  F r i e n d s ,  i t  i s  f a r 
p a s t  t i m e  f o r  u s  t o  s t o p  p r i m a r -
i l y  p o i n t i n g  u p  a n d  t o  f o c u s  o n 
p o i n t i n g  o u t .

B e i n g  s e n t  o u t  w i t h  g o o d  n e w s  i s 
s u c h  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  f o l l o w -
i n g  J e s u s  t h a t  h e  d o e s  i t  t w i c e  i n 
t h e  g o s p e l ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  L u k e .  I n 
c h a p t e r  9 ,  h e  s e n d s  o u t  t h e  1 2  t o 
p r o c l a i m  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d  a n d 
t o  h e a l  t h e  s i c k .  J u s t  o n e  c h a p t e r 
l a t e r  h e  a p p o i n t s  7 0  m o r e  p e o p l e 
t o  d o  t h e  s a m e .  J e s u s  m a y  n o t  b e 
a b l e  t o  v i s i t  e v e r y  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e 
w o r l d ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  h i s  d i s c i p l e s 
a n d  a p o s t l e s ,  h i s  m e s s a g e  a n d  h i s 
w a y  w i l l  g e t  t o  e v e r y  v i l l a g e .  J e -
s u s  k n o w s  t h a t  e v e r y  v i l l a g e  h o l d s 
p e o p l e  w h o  l o n g  f o r  h e a l i n g  a n d 
g o o d  n e w s .

I  i m a g i n e  t h a t  t h e  c i t i e s ,  t o w n s 
a n d  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  w e  i n h a b i t  a r e 
n o t  m u c h  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h e  v i l l a g -
e s  t h a t  t h e  1 2  a n d  t h e  7 0  v i s i t e d .  I 
a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  m u c h  l i k e  J e s u s 
s e n t  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
r e g i o n s  o f  G a l i l e e  a n d  S a m a r i a ,  h e 
h a s  p l a n t e d  u s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  A l -
l e g h e n y  S y n o d  t o  p r o c l a i m  g o o d 
n e w s  a n d  h e a l  t h e  s i c k n e s s e s  i n 
o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s . 

 (See DEM 2, Page 22)
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  2 1 )
J e s u s  n e v e r  s a i d ,  “ I f  t h e y  w a n t  m e ,  t h e y  k n o w  w h e r e  t o  f i n d  m e .” 

H e  i n s t e a d  w e n t  o u t ,  a n d  s e n t  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  o u t ,  t o  f i n d  t h e  p e o p l e 
w h o  n e e d  g o o d  n e w s  a n d  h e a l i n g .  H a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  h i s  w o r d  a n d 
t e a c h i n g ,  h i s  b o d y  a n d  b l o o d ,  J e s u s  i s  s a y i n g  t o  u s ,  a s  h e  d i d  t o  h i s 
e a r l i e s t  d i s c i p l e s ,  “ G o  t o  D u b o i s ,  t o  S n y d e r t o w n ,  t o  M t .  U n i o n  a n d 
M u n d y ’ s  C o r n e r ,  t o  G r a n t s v i l l e ,  t o  E v e r e t t  t o  p r o c l a i m  t h e  k i n g d o m 
o f  G o d  a n d  t o  h e a l  t h e  s i c k .  G o  b e y o n d  t h e  w a l l s  o f  y o u r  c h u r c h 
b u i l d i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e  o n e s  w h o  n e e d  m e .”

F r i e n d s ,  t h i s  i s n ’ t  j u s t  a  p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o r  a  w a y  t o  k e e p  o u r 
c o n g r e g a t i o n  g o i n g .  T h i s  i s  w h a t  J e s u s  c a l l e d  h i s  e a r l i e s t  d i s c i p l e s 
t o  d o ,  a n d  i t  i s  t h e  m i n i s t r y  h e  h a s  g i v e n  u s .  S o m e t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t 
P h i l  H i r s c h  s a i d  i n  t h a t  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  s t u c k  w i t h  m e .

H e  i s  a s k e d  a l l  t h e  t i m e  a b o u t  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  a n d  h e 
t o l d  u s  b o l d l y  a n d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  h a s  o n l y  o n e  p r i o r i t y :  J e -
s u s  C h r i s t .  T o  s e e k  J e s u s ,  t o  f o l l o w  h i m ,  t o  p r o c l a i m  h i s  l i f e  a n d  f i n d 
t h e  o n e s  w h o  l o n g  f o r  h i m  i s  t h e  w h o l e  o f  o u r  l i f e  a n d  m i n i s t r y .  “ G o ,” 
J e s u s  s a i d ,  “ t o  p r o c l a i m  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d  a n d  t o  h e a l  t h e  s i c k .” 
T h a t  i s  h i s  W a y ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  o u r  w a y  a s  h i s  p e o p l e . †

DEM 2

“Go to Dubois, to Snydertown, to 
Mt. Union and Mundy’s Corner, to 
Grantsville, to Everett to proclaim 
the kingdom of God and to heal 
the sick. Go beyond the walls of 
your church building to find the 
ones who need me.”
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BEFORE you GO
For about a decade of marriage, we didn' t think we wanted to have 

k ids.
Then, my brother-in-law decided to excellerate his l ife by getting mar-

ried, having a k id (our first nephew) and building a house. 
The arrival of the new little guy, Ethan, got us thinking that we didn' t 

want to miss out on being parents,  either. 
So, Courtney is pregnant — due on May 22. 
To make room in our soon-to-be nursery,  I  had to make some conces-

sions. I  just gave away my bumper pool table. 
I t 's  the first of some other things that will  have to go, to accommodate 

strollers,  play pens and stacks of diapers. 
We are about to enter perhaps the most important part of our l ives, 

because we will  be responsible for someone else. 
That's a lot of pressure, to be sure. 
But I  feel l ike it 's  a good thing that we waited until  our mid- to late -thir-

ties to take this on. 
I  am a lot more level-headed than I  was a decade ago. Sure, we are 

worried as heck: will  the baby be healthy? Will  there be formula? How 
will  we know how to do this,  or that? 

Fortunately,  the new arrival will  have great grandparents for support. 
We also have been praying — a lot — dating to before Courtney be-
came pregnant. 

So, we know God is on our side, too. 
There's a couple more issues of The Lutheran Letter that will  come out 

before the big day. 
In the meantime, I  have a nursery to build. 
See you in the next edition. 

— Rick Kazmer

Preparing for the next chapter
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Mission Investment Fund investments are subject to certain risks. See “Risk Factors” in the MIF Offering Circular. MIF investments are not bank accounts. As securities issued by a nonprofit institution, the investments are 
not insured by FDIC, SIPC or any other federal or state regulatory agency. The securities are sold only by means of the Offering Circular. This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy the securities described here.

What makes MIF Term Investments notable?  
Even non-investors see a return. 

Used an MIF loan 
to remodel the low-
income apartments 
the church rents to 
Togolese refugees, 
thus making their 
new homes a whole 
lot homier.

Lutheran Church of 
Christ the Redeemer 
in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

The Mission Investment Fund offers a wide range of 
investments for individuals and congregations, including 
Fixed- and Adjustable-rate Term Investments with a choice 
of terms. What’s more, when you invest with MIF, your 
investment finances loans to ELCA congregations like Christ 
the Redeemer. To learn more about our investments and 
loans, contact us at mif.elca.org or 877.886.3522.

IRAs • Term Investments • Demand Investments • Ministry Loans


